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Desert Sky Middle School
“Building a Community of Learners”

May 2018 9850 E. Rankin Loop
May
1-4  Team Request Window for 2018/2019 School Year
1 Girls” Softball/Boys’ Baseball @ Desert Shadows - 3:45pm
1 NJHS Induction Ceremony — Gym - 6:00pm
2 Track @ CHS - 3:45pm
Principal, Katie Dabney 2 Girls’ Softball/Boys’ Baseball @ OVMS - 3:45pm (A)
E-mail: 2 Boys’ Baseball (B) vs. ES — home - 3:45pm
., dabneyk@uvailschooldistrict.org 2 Boys’ Volleyball vs. ES — home — 3:45pm
s 2 PTA Meeting — Media Center — 4:30pm
Assistant Principal, 3 Talent Show Auditions — Gym — 3:00pm
og Rebecca I_\/!arsh 4 “Honk! Jr.” - Drama Performance — MPR - 7:00pm
marshr@valﬁ:::clvléldistrict or 5 “Honk! Jr.” - Drama Performance — MPR - 7:00pm
i 019 711 Spirit Week
gt — i 7-11  Staff Appreciation Week
Office: (520) 879-2702 7 Girls' Softball/Boys' Baseball @ CFMS - 3:45pm
s Fax: (520) 879-2701 8 5th Grade Visitatior] -9:00am - 11:00am
8 5th Grade Parent Night — Gym - 6:00pm — 7:30pm
Website: 8 Girls’ Softball vs. ES — home - 3:45pm (B)
e http://dsms.vail.k12.az.us 9 Track @ EHS - 3:45pm
. 9 Girls” Softball/Boys’ Baseball vs. CFMS — home - 3:45pm
Desert Sky Office Hours: 10  Chrome Book Return Begins
S  7:30am.-3:30p.m. 10 Talent Show Rehearsal - Gym — 3:00pm — 5:00pm
. . 11 Spirit Assembly / Talent Show — Gym — 1:45pm
My Site Council 11 Band, Steel, Choir & Orchestra Concerts @ VTOTA
14 Science Benchmark #3 — 6t and 7th grade
W (ParonGommunity) 1418 Textbook Return
o’ 14 Girls” Softball/Boys’ Baseball @ RVMS - 3:45pm (B)
Chach Jackson 15 A+ Assembly and Celebration
M (Parent/Community) 16 Girls’ Softball/Boys’ Baseball vs. RVMS — home - 3:45pm
16 Boys’ Volleyball vs. RVMS — home - 3:45pm
Kiki Ngo 16 Track Championship @ CHS - 3:45pm
J»  (Parent/Community) 17 PRIDE Reward - 6t Grade - Skate Country
18 PRIDE Reward - 7t & 8t Grade - Skate Country
Karleene Talley 18 Last Day to Serve Remediation
Y. (ParentCommunity) 21-25 67t Grade Awards Handed Out in Advisory
: 21 8t Grade Dance — Gym — 1:30pm — 2:30pm
. N mort oty 21 DVL Baseball/SoftballVolleyball Tournaments Begin
22 8th Grade Awards Assembly — Gym - 1:30pm
Abbv Jackson 22 8t Grade Breakfast
va (Cert}i/ﬁed Staff) 22 Yearbook Signing Party — MPR - 3:00pm - 4:00pm
23 Principal’s Award Breakfast - MPR - 8:15am
Melissa Thach 23 8t Grade Trip — The Cove
(Certified Staff) 24 8th Grade Promotion — Gym - 10:30am
25 12:00pm Dismissal

***Dates are subject to change.
Please check our Facebook page

and website frequently.
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Week of 5/28 - Tentative School Make-Up Days - no definite
plan has been announced. Information will be shared as soon
as it's made available.



From the Principal..

Dear Parents,

Due to the RedforEd walkout, we have adjusted some of the end of the year dates. Please check the dates on
the front page of the Communiqué carefully. We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. We look forward
to resuming normal school activities and schedule.

On a lighter note, the 17/18 school year has been a great success! Desert Sky Middle School has continued our
commitment to strong Academic achievement, as our Benchmarks scores have consistently been the highest in the
Vail School District amongst Middle Schools. High expectations and standards have created a climate of excellence.
Our school was just named as an A+ School of Excellence. Go A+ Desert Sky!

This is the time of year that teaching placements for the 2018-2019 school year are tentatively assigned. I am
very pleased with the tentative teacher list and feel confident that all of our teachers will provide quality instruction
in the classroom.

We strongly believe that classrooms should be balanced, not only with boys and girls, but also with academic
abilities. We also respect the fact that parents may have specific requests for a teaching team who they believe may
be a good match for their child. Please read our request procedures carefully. Teacher requests must be
written and emailed to Mrs. Marsh at marshr@vailschooldistrict.org or brought to the office between April
30t: - May 4th, Only written requests submitted during this time frame will be accepted. Thirty (30) requests will be
accepted for 6t grade teaching teams, which consist of 2 teachers. Sixty (60) requests will be accepted for 7th and 8t
grade teaching teams, which consist of 4 teachers. For teams that receive more requests then the capped amount (60
requests for four teacher teams or 30 requests for two teacher teams), we will randomly select students until the cap
is reached. Please know that we work hard to honor requests and most requests are accommodated. Per Governing
Board policy, administration makes the final decisions regarding class assignments. Conversations about specific
teams at a grade level should be directed to administration. Also, please keep in mind that the teacher list is
tentative and not guaranteed. Teachers might move or take other positions prior to the start of school. The tentative
teacher list is included in this newsletter.

It is important to have a conversation with your child explaining that a team request is not a guarantee. Itis
arequest.

Itis also important to note that due to Advanced Math, your child may not receive his/her math instruction
from the math teacher on the team you have requested.

Be sure to mark your calendar for the upcoming dates. WEB Orientation for all incoming 6t graders will be on
July 13th from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Advisory Teacher lists/Team assignments will be posted outside of the Desert
Sky office at noon on Friday, July 13t. Stop by after noon to be notified of your child’s advisory teacher and feel free
to drop by classrooms to informally meet your child’s teachers. Teachers will be available until 2:00 p.m. that day.
The first day of school is Monday, July 16%. We look forward to getting to know your child and working with you as
partners. Go Desert Sky Cougars!!!

We have had a very successful year at Desert Sky Middle School and we could not have had done it without
your partnership. Thank you for your continued involvement and support as we finish another successful year!
Sincerely,

Katie Dabney



Desert Sky Middle School — 2018/2019 Tentative Certified Staff

6th Grade Team

6th Grade Team

6th Grade Team

6th Grade Team

Team A
8th Grade
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Psychologist
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Sal Rodriguez, Jocelyn Hunter

Aubry Wilkes
Anna Costa
Anka Mischel
Sabrina Wilson

Melissa Thach
Kryssie Beard

Michelle Jeffries
Sally Smith-Dryden

Carol Golembiewski
Rose Santos

Tammy Buchanan
Kristi Hill

Tanya Hoose
Amanda Galvan
Brandon Sherwood
Todd Hill

Becky Tanner

Lisa Nussmeier
Sharon Goldwasser
Nic Costa

Meagan Willard
Melissa Sundquist
Tina Murray

Joe Isaac

Julie Gremel
Katie Vera

Matt Ricciardelli
Abby Jackson

Josh Little

Kevin Jordan
Denise Edwards
Angela Bustamante

Deana Irvin, Desiree Vines, Seana Collier

Stacey Couzens
Eileen Short
Sheri Aken

Micah Smith & Tory Stout

Dave Jones
Celina La Forge
Jennifer Wright
Kelly McCormick



Stucent Recognitions

It is no secret that the staff at Desert Sky Middle School truly values and appreciates
the efforts of its hard-working students. With this in mind, we would like to take the
time to recognize and celebrate the many accomplishments of several of our students
in each monthly edition of The Cougar Communiqué. These accomplishments may
be school or non-school related.

Lauren Miranda (Beard/Thach) - We are proud to recognize Lauren Miranda as our student of the
month. Lauren is a caring and conscientious young lady who is kind to everyone. She is hard working
and diligent in her schoolwork. Her smile is infectious and a joy to see. We love having Lauren on our
team!

Aidan Martinez-Stoe (Jeffries/Smith-Dryden) - We are proud to nominate Aidan Martinez-Stoe as
the student of the month. Aidan is a student who shows what it means to be a Cougar at Desert Sky
every day. Aidan is hard working in all his classes - always giving it his all. He is kind and respectful to
his peers as well as staff. Aidan shows perseverance when he challenged and will ask for help if he
needs it. He has a great smile and fun curious attitude towards school. Aidan is a responsible student
and we are so proud of all his hard work. We love having Aidan in our class and know he is going to
great things in the future!

Tevyn Hill (Golembiewski/Sinko) - Tevyn works hard day-to-day, week-to-week and quarter-to-
quarter to do his best and the consistency and quality of his work demonstrates this. Tevyn is always
kind and respectful and a great citizen to friends, fellow students and staff. He always has a happy
smile and great attitude with everyone he meets. Tevyn also has a great laugh, just ask anyone in his
class and they will tell you how contagious his laugh is. We are delighted to recognize Tevyn Hill as our
student of the month.

Erin Hixson (Hill/Buchanan/Wactor) - It is with great pride and conviction that we honor Erin Hixson
as our student of the month. Erin is one of those rare people who not only talks the talk, but walks the
walk when it comes to exhibiting the character values it takes to be an excellent example of a Desert
Sky Cougar. Erin has bravely stood up for other students who didn’t have many friends; she has gone
out of her way to make sure that everyone she meets feels included and cared for; and she remains
honest and true to what she believes is right even if it means standing up to her own friends. We are
constantly impressed and amazed by Erin’s courage and strength of heart and know that she will
continue to do great things for the world we share and everyone in it. We are so proud of you, Erin,
and we feel so blessed to have shared this year with you! Congratulations!

Isabelle Gard (Team A) - Team A would like to recognize Isabelle Gard as our student of the month.
She is a natural hard worker, who makes great connections and excels academically in addition to
being a talented saxophone player with the Desert Sky Band, and a member of the DSMS soccer and
basketball teams for the past three years. Isabelle is a role model for others, along with being kind and
helpful. It’s a delight to have Isabelle on our team!




Kristen Keller (Team B) - Team B has been enthusiastic to see the development of Kristen Keller this
school year. Academically, we have seen everything come together because she decided that success
was just within her reach. We are, of course, there for her always, but this growth has occurred
because of determination, commitment, and her strong, can-do attitude that never quits. Kristen Keller
is representative of why we teach, and we would like all to know how immensely proud we are of her.
Keep doing what you do, Kristen!

Aubrie Gonzalez (Team C) - Team C would like to recognize Aubrie Gonzalez as our student of the
month. Aubrie has always been a quiet leader in her classes. She is diligent in her work, appropriate
with her comments in class, and always excels in both her assessments and citizenship in class.
Although she comes across shy in class and therefore may be overlooked, this award is the perfect
opportunity to spotlight what an amazing student and person Aubrie is. We are all very proud of her.

Bobby Lofgren (Team D) - Team D would like to recognize Bobby Lofgren. Bobby is hardworking and
respectful—a truly motivated student. He manages his time efficiently, and is a good role model to his
peers. He is active in several extra curricular activities at DSMS, including NJHS and baseball.

Evangelo Munguia (Team E) - Middle school is a time of great change in students. It is a time when
they begin to decide exactly what sort of individual they want to grow up to be. Every day Evangelo
shows his teachers, his peers, and his community what a wonderful human being he is becoming. He
always has a kind word for a friend and will lend a helping hand whenever the opportunity presents
itself. We are proud of the young man he has become and look forward to his continued excellence of
character. Team E feels honored to have been a part of his growth process.

Aritza Mendez (Specialists) - The Specialists are honored to recognize Aritza Mendez for her hard-
work, positive attitude, and completely fabulous personality. She comes to class each day with a smile
on her face, is quick to lend a helping hand, and applies unwavering attention to her assignments.
Additionally, Aritza is kind and fun-spirited in conversation both with her classmates and teachers. She
is a perfect role model for respect, grit, and all of the other characteristics of a true Desert Sky Cougar.
We are thrilled to have her in our classes!

LOST AND FOUND NOTICE

Iltems in our Lost and Found Box that have not been claimed by the end of the school year will be donated to a
local charity. These items have been laid out several times this year for students to claim, but we still have
MANY clothes and other items that remain. If you've lost a jacket, lunchbox, or other personal item this school
year, please come check out our Lost and Found Box before it’s too late. Thank you.

If your band student is going to high school next year, or if he/she will not be in
band next year, consider donating their band books or instrument to Desert
Sky's band programs to help those who are less fortunate.

sth Grade Promotion Ceremony

This year’s 8th grade promotion ceremony will be held on Thursda)"', May 24th

at 10:30am in the Desert Sky Gymnasium. We look forward to seeing you in

attendance to help honor our 17th class of promoting 8th graders! Remember, tickets are required
to enter the gym.




REMEDIATION HOURS
This is a reminder that students should be making up any hours owed for failing core subjects or benchmark tests
in after school remediation. The deadline for hours to be completed is May 18th. Remediation schedules can be
found on Desert Sky’s website and posted in classrooms.

Stacey Couzens, Student Achievement Teacher, 8§79-2709

DESERT SKY SUMMER SCHOOL 2018

The Remedial coursework is designed to meet the “Raising Expectations” document that can be found at:
dsms.vail . k12.az.us/raising-expectations.

Summer school is designed for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students for the following reasons:

If, at the end of any grading period, a student has an F in Math, Language Arts, Social Studies, or Science, or nine
or more absences during the 2nd semester of school, students will be required to successfully complete a
minimum of 12 hours of remediation for each failing grade or 12 hours for nine or more absences.

Requirements:

Only those students that fail a course 4th quarter, or earned hours due to absences are eligible for summer school.
Any other hours earned prior to the end of quarter must have been served by May 18th. Students will participate
in three (3) hours of direct instruction per day in Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, or Science. Students must
successfully attend all three hours each of the four days to receive the 12 hours of credit. Students must attend the
course for the specific class(es) that were failed in order to be promoted to the next grade level. Students who
attend a morning and afternoon session in the same day need to bring a sack lunch.

The summer school schedule will be posted on the Desert Sky website as soon as it becomes available. Classes
will be held at Desert Sky the first two weeks of the summer break; please plan out of town trips accordingly.
Bus transportation is NOT available for students.

Teacher Requests for 2018-2019

Teacher requests must be written and emailed to Mrs. Marsh at marshr @vailschooldistrict.org or brought
to the office between April 30 — May 4th.

Only written requests submitted during this time frame will be accepted. Thirty (30) requests will be accepted
for 6th grade teaching teams, which consist of 2 teachers. Sixty (60) requests will be accepted for 7th and 8th
grade teaching teams, which consist of 4 teachers. For teams that receive more requests then the capped amount
(60 requests for four teacher teams or 30 requests for two teacher teams), we will randomly select students until
the cap is reached. Please know that we work hard to honor requests and most requests are accommodated. The
tentative teacher/team list is included with this letter and can also be found on our website at dsms.vail k12.az.us.
It is important to have a conversation with your child explaining that a team request is not a guarantee. It
is a request. Also, it’s important to note that due to Advanced Math, your child may not receive his/her math
instruction from the math teacher on the team you have requested.

It is not necessary to make a team request. If you choose not to make a request, we will place your child with the
teachers and team that we feel is best suited for your child and aids us in forming balanced classrooms and teams.
Thank you, and we are excited for a great new school year!




Student Visitation and Parent Night for New 6™ Grade Students
Coming to Desert Sky for the 2018-2019 School Year

In an effort to assist 5Sth graders from Desert Willow, Cottonwood, and Mesquite in making a successful transition
to the middle school environment, Desert Sky will be offering student visitation and an informational parent
night.

Sth Grade Students and Parents
On Tuesday, May 8, 2018 as part of Sth Grade Visitation Day, 5th graders from Desert Willow, Cottonwood,
and Mesquite will travel to Desert Sky to participate in an informational question and answer session with 6th
grade teachers and take a brief tour of the Desert Sky campus from 9:00 -11:00 a.m.

5th grade students and parents from Desert Willow, Cottonwood, and Mesquite are then highly encouraged to
attend Sth Grade Parent Night on Tuesday, May 8, 2018 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. in the Desert Sky Gym.
During this event, students and parents will receive information about many of Desert Sky’s policies and
procedures.

We are looking forward to visiting with our future students and their parents during these times! If you have any
questions regarding these events, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Dabney, Desert Sky’s principal, via
e-mail at dabneyk@yvailschooldistrict.org or by phone 879-2704.
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SCHOOL ZONES AND CROSSWALKS
DO YOU KNOW THE LAWS?

NO

PASSING Child safety is of the utmost importance to us.

I 5 MPH School zone violations are increasing as the school year progresses and drivers are
FINES DOUBLE becoming more impatient with the school zone restrictions. These violations are putting
SCHOOL our children and crossing guards at risk.

IN SESSION Always make safety your first concern when driving through a school zone.

We would like to review the laws pertaining to school crosswalks and clear up some misconceptions about the
laws.

Let’s start with the laws that are confusing and of greatest concern.

1. NO PASSING - Vehicles shall not pass other vehicles in a school zone. (ARS28-644(A)(1))

IMPORTANT: The word passing means overtaking. Your vehicle can not drive forward of any vehicle that is ahead
of you, in any lane within the school zone, even if that car is driving less than 15 MPH.

You may not see what is to the right or left of the vehicle in front of you. Overtaking a vehicle in a school zone
puts children at risk.

2. All vehicles shall come to a complete stop at the school crossing when the crosswalk is occupied by a person.
(ARS 28-797G)

There are multiple points of importance in this section:

IMPORTANT 1: Vehicles shall remain stopped until ALL PERSONS clear the crosswalk. Not only until the children
exit the crosswalk but until ALL PERSONS exit the crosswalk. This means that vehicles shall not proceed from a
stopped position until the crossing guard exits the crosswalk.

IMPORTANT 2: At a school crossing, you must remain stopped even when no person is in the crosswalk on your
side of the street. The entire crosswalk must be clear of all persons before you can proceed.

IMPORTANT 3: Right turns through the crosswalk are unlawful until ALL PERSONS have exited the entire
crosswalk. Left turns through the crosswalk are unlawful until ALL PERSONS have exited the entire crosswalk.

3. Fines are doubled in a school zone when portable signs indicate double fines. (ARS 28-797 H & I)

4. Last but not least, all vehicles shall drive no more than 15 miles per hour between the portable signs. You may
not accelerate beyond 15 MPH until you pass the crosswalk.

}e Stoprtine

Stop Line _>'

Extra points

* A school zone is denoted by a portable sign indicating, “NO PASSING, 15 MPH, FINES DOUBLED, SCHOOL IN
SESSION”. When these signs are not in place, the crosswalk will be treated as a standard crosswalk.

* There is a solid white line (STOP LINE) printed on the roadway before the crosswalk. This is where you
should be stopping when persons are in the crosswalk. Vehicles should not roll forward while persons are in
the crosswalk.

* Vehicles can proceed parallel to the crosswalk while persons are in the crosswalk but may never turn
through the crosswalk.



Desert Sky Middle School

Yearbook Order Form

y “ Y

Gosyar

Order your yearloook now and
enjoy a lifetime of memories!

To order now 90 1o
www.Joerens\/earbooks.com

Select Deser+t Sky Middle Schodl
(Be careful to choose the one in Tucson)

Order now and save! The cost wil increase
from 435 to $40 in Feburaury!

I+ you have queerions or concerns Please contact Mrs. Wilard
at 520-879-2754
or wi||ardm@vai|schoo|dis+ric+.or9




